Road-Rail Transport
rnn mostly parallel to the railways so that there is a bc-l;
of balance in the road system. The Jnyakar (-omnrttco
had called for an extension and development of the ropvl
system and the construction oE village roads linking up
the -villages with the main roads and with etK'h oilier.
But now, because of the impecuniosity of the District
Boards, it has not been possible even to maintain the roads
already in existence.
Normally, roads are financed out of the general revenues;
but, with the increasing1 cost of maintenance due to th^
development of the motor transport industry, additional
taxation has been resorted to. These are o1 five softs --
central duties on motor cars, cycles and parts, duties on
omnibuses, vans and parts, pneumatic tyres and tubes,
petrol and motor vehicles taxation. Tn 1937 the receipts
from the first two (in lakhs) were Rs 1C58 11 , from tyres
and tubes they were Rs. 39-92; and from 'Motor spirit
Rs 462 82. The Central Government, receipts from taxa-
tion on Motor Vehicles were Rs 3 30 lakhs
The Provincial sources of icvemic are tolls, -\eliicle taxes
and petrol tax. Till 1931 the system of' tolls wuu in
existence m this Province But the passing of the Molor
Vehicles Taxation Act ol* that year did an ay with the
system, thereby inflicting a loss oi' 25 to 30 lakhs of rupees.
Other sources of revenue were licence fees for buses <m<l
lorries and municipal taxes on private cars, The ne;\ Act
of 1931 resulted in dual taxation both by the province and
the local boards so much so, the average tax levied by
the local bodies in this Presidency amounted to Rs, J,1'W
for a 23 seater bus in addition to Rs, WK) levied uiulor
the Provincial tax. So heavy was tho taxation that lur^e
numbers of buses were driven off the road. Tn 1938 a
new Motor Vehicles Taxation Act did away with this
duality in taxation and introduced a new schedule of
rates incorporating a single provincial tax on motor
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